Free Obituary Information
An obituary is a notice or announcement written for a newspaper and to gather information that can be used in a Eulogy of a person’s passing. 
The first step in writing an obituary is selecting the obituary writer. The writer should be someone close to the family and who personally knew the deceased. The writer can gather the information from family and friends about the loved one. The information collected should be confirmed with family members to ensure it’s accurate.

An obituary charts the life of your loved in chronological order and can focus on their hobbies, accomplishments and family and the impact that person had on the community. Writing an obituary may be difficult at first, but once you begin the process it can become a sense of closer, especially if you have help from close friends and family.
Consider using a word processor on a computer. Word processors have tools to format text, correct spelling and grammar combined with a dictionary and thesaurus. This will help when changing your thoughts, rewriting and editing the information more manageable.
The following is an outline of an obituary and suggested items to include to help guide you in writing process. Keep in mind the total length if you are writing it for the newspapers. You may want to write a full obituary first. This will create more than enough information to produce a condense version to submit to the newspaper and or use in a funeral program template.

Obituary Outline

Begin with the person’s name, date of birth, date of passing.

In chronological order, talk about a person’s life starting from place of birth, where they grew up, received their education and where they lived. Include schools they attended, degrees they received, their career and hobbies.

Acknowledge survivors, including parents, spouse and children. The surviving relatives can be listed by name if you desire.
Announce the funeral time and place, wake and/or memorial service time and place.

End with a statement regarding where contributions can be sent, if applicable. The initial words can include “In lieu of flowers…” or “Memorial donations may be made to…”

Make your obituary sound positive and celebrate their life that was lived by including facts about the person’s interest, hobbies, and joys. The people reading it will get a sense of who they were and what they enjoyed in life.
Consider including a picture in the obituary, you may want to also consider the date of the picture, it’s always a good practice to use one that is close to this/her age or consider two, one showing a younger more youthful person with one that is current. The goal is to honor their memory in the most fitting manner.

Obituary example:

Mary Jones was born on August 25, 1925; she passed away on October 16, 2005

She was a Resident of Boston, MA. After living a very full life, Mary passed away peacefully at her daughter’s home in Beverly, MA. Mary was born and raised in Boston and graduated from Boston High School. She worked as an executive secretary for over 30 years at Boston University.

She was one of five children born to the late Franklin and Audrey Smith and was the beloved wife of John Jones for over 50 years. Mary will be remembered by her loving sisters June Smith and May Jackson, beloved child April Waldon, treasured grandchild Lori Walden, wonderful in-laws Jack Jones, Mary Smith, Frank Jones, along with many other family and friends whom were blessed to know her.

Mary loved listening to playing cards, traveling, her family, going on trips with friends and working at the university. Mary touched countless lives during her lifetime through her great smile and generosity; she kept her sense of humor till the end.

Friends and family are invited to attend her memorial service on Friday, October 20, 2005, at 7pm at The Dooley Funeral Home, 555 Main Street, Boston, MA.

Her family requests that all donations be sent to the Breast Cancer Institute. They may be reached at 555-0505.
