Planning a memorial service

Among the many issues at hand when a loved one passes, there are two most important issues to address.
Planning for the disposition of your loved one

Planning a memorial service for your loved one 

Separating the two services will help you feel less overwhelmed. 

A funeral service with the body present is usually planned within a few days of passing. 

A memorial service (after a burial) can be delayed as long as you want, to meet the convenience or needs of the family that perhaps live out of town. Scheduling the event for several weeks in the future lets out-of-town family and friends make arrangements. Or perhaps you want to wait for the survivor of an accident to recover. By not feeling pressured to have a service right away, there is time for a more detailed planning.
Sometimes it makes sense to have the service at the loved one’s home or their favorite place which could be outside. A memorial service/mass is now accepted by the Catholic church. 
Multiple services may be in order in situations, a grave side service for the immediate family at the cemetery with family gathering at a home or hall, and followed by a memorial service in the community where the deceased recently lived for friends and perhaps co-workers reside. Many funeral directors and church personnel will be glad to assist with memorial service planning whether using the funeral home location or not. 
Many families have found it therapeutic and loving to take charge without the help of outside help, although this can be a monumental task. Having this task to do but with support also takes away the sense of helplessness for the survivors. 

Planning a memorial service, you may want to decide whether a formal service reflects the personality of the loved one more than an informal one. 

A Christian funeral service

A Spiritual funeral service

A Non Religious funeral service

A scattering of the ashes funeral 

Memorial services that focus on the interests of the person who has passed are becoming very popular. A “themed” service that represents a person’s life allows family friends to celebrate their life through hobbies, careers and personality influences.

Themed services can range from small and simple to more extravagant and complex themes.  The focus is to help loved ones honor specific memories of a person. Overall, themed services have three main parts to consider: location, time, and purpose.

The location will set the mood for the service, inside, outside, at night or during the day.
A themed service could be at a golf course or at the beach. Even at night with a campfire. Remember the purpose, or theme, of the location and service allows people to focus on the person who has passed and remember the details about their personality.

Consider scheduling a few days or few weeks after the person has passed. Others are delayed until the person’s birthday or anniversary. 

Consider displaying sports equipment, trophies and awards, cooking utensils, written items, art and craftwork, or stamp collections – anything that recognizes the person’s interests. 
Consider selecting a funeral program template that represents their interest.
Consider their profession by displaying items he or she used. Career themes are appropriate for service professionals such as firefighters, police officers, military figures.

Consider the unique rituals within the person’s culture and honor his or her history.
Consider honoring a person’s role, such as mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, and focus on the relationship.
